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X. j4n Account of what was ohfervd 
upon opening the Corpfe of a Terfon 
who had taken feveral Ounces of 
crude Mercury internally ; and of a 
Plumb-Stone lodgd in the Coats of the 
Rectum. Communicated in a Letter 
from the late Dr. Madden, Phyfician 
at Dublin, to Sir Hans Sloane, Bar . 
TreJR. S. 

SIR , 

T HE Internal Ufe of crude Mercury is be¬ 
come lo frequent of late, that I believe it 
may produce fome great Benefit to Mankind here¬ 
after, if a careful Collection was made of all the 
extraordinary Cafes relating to the good or bad Ef¬ 
fects of this Practice. 

There are fome Circumstances in the following 
Cafe, which were not owing to the internal Uie of 
Mercury \ yet there are many others which were 
undoubtedly occafioned by it. 

Some time ago I was prefent, with Dr. Robinfin , 
and Mr.Nichots,om Surgeon-General, at the open¬ 
ing the Body of a Gentleman of Note in this Town, 
who, for feveral Years, had found great Difficulty 
in going to Stool. This Diforder increafed upon 
him towards the latter End of his Life, and he 
was feized with a violent 0 idem per, of which 
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I can give you no Defcriptibn, having never attended 
him. 

In order to procure a P adage downward (which 
I fuppofe was a principal Complaint) he took, by 
the Advice of a Pbyfician,fince dead, feveral Ounces 
of crude Mercury , at different times, without any 
Relief, and at length died. 

Upon opening the Abdomen , which was very 
much diftended, there burft forth a great Quantity 
of Wind, though the Guts and Stomach were not 
wounded. 

The Stomach was empty-, and upon opening it 
we found the inner Coat very much inflamed from 
one End to the other. We oblerved in feveral 
Places of the fmall Guts, fome fcatter’d Grains of 
crude Mercury , and along with them we generally 
found a black gritty Powder, very like JEthiops 
Mineral , which was, without doubt, the Mercury 
changed into that Confiftence. 

The Colon was diftended, at its Origin, to 
twice the Thicknefs that an ordinary Man's Arm 
has about the Shoulder. This extraordinary Thick¬ 
nefs extended itfelf about the Length of ten or 
twelve Inches ; from hence it gradually decrea- 
fed, and where it was attached to the Stomach, 
it had not above a third Part of that Size. 

It was much inflamed at its Origin, and con¬ 
tained at leafl fix Quarts of liquid Excrement, in 
which we obferved crude Mercury, and alfo fome 
of the black Powder mentioned above. 

The Colony where it parted from the Stomach, 
and diverged toward the left Kidney, adhered 

about 



( 193 ) 

about the Space of three Inches to the Omentum ; 
and upon feparatiug the Adheflon, we found an Ab- 
iccls and Inflammation, which had communicated 
itielf to thofe Parts of the lleon 3 which were con¬ 
tiguous to the Colon. 

The Colon had in this Place a Perforation about 
three Quarters of an Inch in- Diameter, and four 
fmaller Perforations, about the Size of a Gooic’s 
Quill, through which1'ome Excrement had pafled 
into the 4bdomen. 

The Goats of the Colon , as it approached the 
Jntefiinum refhtm , began to grow icirrhous, about 
the Space of fix Inches, and the Capacity became 
gradually fmaller. 

The Valves of the Colon, about this Place, were 
of a teddilh Colour, and were more far theus 
than the other Parts of the Intejline. The Coats 
of the Colon, where it was continued to the 
Retfum, were at leaft half an Inch thick, and its Ca¬ 
pacity was not above the fourth Part of the natu¬ 
ral Size 

Upon cutting the Gut horizontally hereabout, 
we perceived a Body which flopped the Paf- 
fage, and ieemed to the Touch almofl of a car¬ 
tilaginous Confiftence. Having opened the Gut 
Lengthways, we found it was no more than two 
of the Valvula Conniventes Colt , which were 
grown fcirrhous, and were protruded downward 
into the Rectum. 

We alfo found a fmall 'Plumb-Stone in this 
Place, which was quite buried in the Tunica ViU 
lofa , and had made tfeif a Bed between the Coats 
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of the ReElum. It had likewife formed a imall 
Ablcefs, which difcharged itfelf into the Cavity of 
the Relvis, but had not any Communication with 
the Cavity of the Reffum. 


XL Obfervatio EclipfeosTelluris Romas 
habit a in ^jEdibus Eminentijjimi Car- 
dinalis De-Vi a v. Non. i. e. d. 3 Maij, 
N, S. Apr. V. S. mdccxxxiv. 
per Didacum dc Revillas, Abbat. 
Hieronym. R. S. S. & Andream Cel- 
fium, R. S. S. AJlrom Trofejj. Upfal. 
R. S. Suec. Seer. 

Clariffimo TrajlantiJJimoque Viro 

EUSTACHIO MANFREDIO, 

Didacus de Revillas, Abbas Hieronym. 

S. T. ‘Z>. 

T U AL erga me humanitatis, amorifque erga Te 
mei recordationem in animo tuo excitandi, 
Ornatiflime Manfredi, per opportunam f'uppeditat 
occafionem Solaris Deliquii Obfervatio, quara in 
jucunda, tibique jam dudum familiari feveriorum 
Mularum Diatriba, ./Edibus nimirum Erniuentifii- 
mi litcratorum hominum Moecenatis Cardinaiis 
D E-VI A, divifis officiis una cum DodfifTimo,. rui- 
queamantifhmo Andrea Ceifio, Aftron.Prof. Upfal. 
habuimus. Hanc ad Te mittendam conSmuni con- 
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